BISMILLAHI   RAHMANI   RAHIM

In the name of Allah

Most Beneficent
             Most Merciful

GHOL   HOWAL   LAHO   AHAD

Say

that He is 
            Allah
       the only One

ALLAHOS   SAMAD

Allah is


Self-Sufficient Master Whom all creatures need

LAM   YALED   WA   LAM   YOOLAD

He does not           give birth 
        and

He is not
born from anyone

WA   LAM   YAKON   LAHOO   KOFOWAN 

And

none

there is

like Him

equal or the same 

AHAD 

Even one (like him)

Surah Al-Ikhlas

Chapter
           Purity

Name: _____________________

Meanings

Allah:  This word is made up of two Arabic words. First “Al” which means “the”, second “Elah” which means a worshiped deity. Al+Elah is abbreviated into the single word Allah that means the worshiped deity, which is only one.

Ahad: This word in Arabic means one but in the context of Koran this is an attribute of Allah that indicates the oneness and uniqueness of its existence. Anything in existence, past or present… anything we have heard or imagined has the possibility to be duplicated, and all such reproducible entities are not Allah. This is the meaning of Ahad i.e. Allah is the one and the only who is beyond any possibility or form of duplication. 

Samad: The One that all creatures in the world need it but itself needs no one. It feeds all hungry creatures but itself needs no food. Anyone whether they believe in it or not, ask it for their needs even though they know not. It grants all prayers and wishes but needs nothing to ask for. It asks nothing from Its creations such as favors or needs. Every one who is in fear seeks refugee to it but Allah fears no one. All creatures need Allah to continue with their lives second by second. They need Allah to reproduce their race. But Allah needs no one and needs no means of extending its life via reproduction. 

Kofowan: Literary means “similar to, alike”. If one can imagine something or see something or hear something then that thing is not Allah!? Because similar to likeness of Allah, there is nothing alike. Although we know there is nothing like Allah in the universe or even in our imagination, and there is no way to exemplify Allah, still we believe in Allah as though we have seen it. Allah is not a female. Allah is not a male. It does not reproduce itself like a mother giving birth or a father impregnating a woman.

Bismillah:  It is made up from 3 words: “Be” which means “in or with”, “Ismi” which means “name of”, Allah. All lumped together pronounces Bismillah, which means In The Name of Allah. All things in the universe have started with the name of Allah although we know not. Nothing in the universe has started without Allah. For that reason each Koranic recitation starts with the name of Allah. Often in the human history affairs had started by the opening of the mention of a name e.g. a king or concept or place or idea. The truth is, was and will be, that all affairs start by the name of Allah and continue under the complete control and watchful attention of Allah and end with Allah.

Rahman: This word is one of the attributes of Allah, which means the One that bestows upon perpetually favors and gifts. Someone who is constantly giving good things to each and every member of the creation. This attribute of Allah is unconditional i.e. all creation receive it with no discrimination even if they are the worst. This attribute of Allah is perpetual i.e. each and every second, each and every place Allah sends gifts and favors to all. If one member of the creation for one second does not receive favors from Allah, then it has ceased to exist. Allah seeks not the permission or approval of anyone to send blessings and favor to any member of Its creation. Although we need Its permission to receive the gifts and blessings. 

Rahim: This word is one of the attributes of Allah, which means the most merciful. Think of the most merciful and kindest acts from anyone or anything, Rahim is above and beyond those. Was someone nice to you? That mercy was Rahim from Allah. Did something good and nice happen to you? That mercy was Rahim from Allah. Were you ill and suddenly the illness wiped away or medicine healed you completely? That mercy was Rahim from Allah. Rahim is perpetual no stopping to this mercy. Rahim is unconditional no one person or object can be taken away from the mercy of Allah. Rahim the ultimate mercy from Allah is not under the control of anyone but Allah.

